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§206.2

general benchmark for determining ap-
propriate overhead rates.

(8) NSEP encourages creativity and
is responsive to the needs of higher
education to expand the capacity to
provide more opportunities for quality
international education. We do not
suggest that the guidelines presented
in the grant solicitation will cover all
problems and issues. Quite to the con-
trary, we encourage careful consider-
ation of issues confronting inter-
national education in the U.S. and
thoughtful proposals that address these
issues, consistent with the overall mis-
sion of the NSEP.

§206.2 Eligibility.

Any accredited U.S. institution of
higher education, as defined by section
1201(a) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1141(a)), may apply for
and receive a grant. This includes 2-
and 4-year colleges and universities,
both public and private. Other organi-
zations, associations, and agencies may
be included in proposals but may not
be direct recipients of a grant. Foreign
institutions may also be included in a
proposal but may not be direct recipi-
ents of a grant. Only U.S. citizens and
U.S. institutions may receive funds
through a grant awarded by the NSEP.

§206.3 Overall program emphasis.

(a) The NSEP grants to institutions
program focuses on two broad program
areas that reflect the challenges to
building the infrastructure for inter-
national education in U.S. higher edu-
cation:

(1) Development and expansion to
quality programs in overseas locations.

(i) Programs that offer important op-
portunities for U.S. students, both un-
dergraduate and graduate, to study in
critical areas under-represented by
U.S. students, and

(ii) Development of meaningful com-
petencies in foreign languages and cul-
tures.

(2) Development and implementation
of programs and curricula on U.S. cam-
puses that provide more opportunities
for study of foreign languages and cul-
tures and the integration of these stud-
ies into overall programs of study.

(b) Addressing the need for improving
study abroad infrastructure. The NSEP
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encourages the study of foreign cul-
tures and languages typically ne-
glected or under-represented in higher
education. In the foreign language field
these are generally referred to as less
commonly taught languages. In area
studies, these are generally defined as
non-Western European in focus. An in-
tegral part of any student’s inter-
national education is a quality study
abroad experience that includes a sig-
nificant portion devoted to gaining
functional competence in an indige-
nous language and culture. Unfortu-
nately, there are only limited opportu-
nities to study abroad in many foreign
areas. In addition, many programs lack
a quality foreign language component
as well as significantly experiential
components. Historically, more atten-
tion has been paid to the development
of programs in Western Europe where
the student demand has been greater.
NSEP hopes to encourage, through in-
stitutional grants, the development
and/or expansion of infrastructure for
study abroad in critical areas of the
world where capacity does not cur-
rently exist. Programs are encouraged
that:

(1) Expand program opportunities in
critical countries where limited oppor-
tunities currently exist.

(2) Establish program opportunities
in critical countries where no opportu-
nities exist.

(3) Enhance meaningful opportunities
for foreign language and foreign cul-
ture acquisition in conjunction with
study abroad.

(4) Create and expand study abroad
opportunities for students from diverse
disciplines. In all cases, grants to de-
velop study abroad infrastructure must
address issues of demand (how to in-
crease demand for study in the pro-
posed countries or regions) and diver-
sity (how to attract a diverse student
population to study in the proposed
countries or regions). Grants may sup-
port start-up of programs or the expan-
sion of a program’s capacity to benefit
more and/or different student or to im-
prove the quality of study abroad in-
struction. Proposals can address issues
concerning either or both issues. of un-
dergraduate and graduate education.

(c) Addressing the infrastructure for
international education in U.S. higher
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